
Dear sisters and brothers in the Risen Christ, 

 This year the term, “Happy Easter!” takes on a more spiritual and metaphysical tone than perhaps 

it ever has in our collective lifetime.  It’s definitely Easter but the happy part …well,,, 

 You remember how I mentioned at the beginning of the current liturgical year that the Holy 

Father had declared this year the Year of Our Lady of Loreto?  And how this year we would be exploring 

prayers that are a part of the rich treasury of devotions to Our Blessed Mother. You may also remember 

how I mentioned the 54 day Rosary Novena. 

 Given the present circumstances, there would seem to be no better time to explore the rosary and 

the 54 day rosary novena than the present. Here’s a little background on this devotion from the Victorian 

era. 

Blessed Bartolo Longo founded the Shrine of Our Lady of the Rosary at Pompeii in Italy and 

enshrined a miraculous image there. Many healings have ensued including one involving a young girl 

named Fortuna Agrelli. The novena originated when Fortuna Agrelli, a girl of Naples, had suffered intense 

pain for 13 months. On February 16, 1884, she and her relatives began a novena of rosaries for her 

recovery.  

The Virgin appeared as the Queen of the Rosary on March 3, 1884 to Fortuna after she and her 

parents had prayed for her recovery. The girl was healed on May 8 of that year. 

Fortuna saw the Virgin Mary sitting on a high throne with the Infant Jesus on her lap. She held a 

Rosary in her hand and was accompanied by St. Dominic and St. Catherine of Siena. The sick girl greeted 

the Blessed Virgin saying: “Queen of the Holy Rosary, be gracious to me, restore me to health! I have 

already prayed to you in a novena, O Mary, but have not yet experienced your aid. I am so anxious to be 

cured!” 

“Child,” responded the Blessed Virgin, “you have invoked me by various titles and have always 

obtained favors from me. Now, since you have called me by that title so pleasing to me, Queen of the 

Most Holy Rosary, I can no longer refuse the favor you petition; for this name is most precious and dear 

to me. Make three novenas, and you shall obtain all.” 

After Fortuna was cured, the Queen of the Holy Rosary appeared to the young girl again and said, 

“Whoever desires to obtain favors from me should make three novenas of the prayers of the Rosary in 

petition, and three novenas in thanksgiving.” 

 We’re going to try this as a community novena. Six of our parish groups will each take a novena 

beginning with the Corpus Christi Women’s Club on Easter Monday and continuing with the Knights of 

Columbus, the Sociedad Santo Nombre, the Legion of Mary, La Comunidad C.E.R.S. and finally the SMSJ 

school family and friends from May28 to June 5
th
, the eve of the day scheduled for Saint Mary-Saint 

Joseph School graduation. We’re still hopeful that the virus will be tamed by then but only time will tell. 

Our intention will be for the health and holiness of the members of the Corpus Christi Catholic Community 

especially for our students. Anyone who wishes to undertake the whole 54 days is welcome to do so. Here 

is a site with directions for the beginners who may wish to make the rosary a part of their treasury of 

devotions. https://dynamiccatholic.com/5-million-rosaries/how-to-pray-the-rosary/ 

 A write up on the 54 day rosary novena and how to say that is posted on the parish website 

http://www.catholicwindham.org   

 I know Lent is over and for some Lent is the time to do new things in prayer and religious 

devotions but, if there was ever a time in our lives to storm heaven with prayers of petition and of 

gratitude, this may well be it. 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/5-million-rosaries/how-to-pray-the-rosary/
http://www.catholicwindham.org/


 If Happy Easter has a hollow ring to it this year perhaps we might resort to the more ancient 

greeting which is true in every circumstance. Christ is risen!  Truly He is risen!  


